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4. STATE/ FEDERAL AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

As the designated authority under the National H storic Preservation Act of
1966, as anmended, | hereby certify that this __ nomnation ___ request
for determnation of eligibility nmeets the docunentation standards for

regi stering properties in the National Register of Hi storic Places and
nmeets the procedural and professional requirenents set forth in 36 CFR Part
60. In ny opinion, the property = neets __ does not neet the National
Regi ster Criteria.

Signature of Certifying Oficial Dat e

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

In my opinion, the property = nmeets __ does not neet the National
Regi ster criteria.

Si gnature of Comenting or Oher Oficial Dat e

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

|
S. NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE CERTI FI CATI ON

|, hereby certify that this property is:

Entered in the National Register
Determned eligible for the
Nat i onal Regi ster

Determ ned not eligible for the
Nat i onal Regi ster

Renoved fromthe National Register
O her (explain):

Si gnat ure of Keeper Dat e of Action
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6. FUNCTI ON OR USE
H storic: Transportation Sub: Wat er-Rel at ed
Transportation Rai | - Rel at ed
Current: Work in Progress Sub:
]
7. DESCRI PTI ON
Architectural C assification: Mat eri al s:
N A Foundat i on: St ee
wal | s: St eel
Roof : St eel
O her: N A

Descri be Present and Historic Physical Appearance.
Descri ption

The Great Lakes Train Ferry Gty of MIwaukee, currently noored
at the Arbor Railroad Terminal in Elberta, Mchigan, is a steel-
hul l ed vessel with a steel superstructure. A dom nant feature of
the vessel is the large four-track encl osed car deck which wll
hol d 22 nodern-size freight cars. Gty of MIwaukee is being
prepared for nmuseumuse. She is nearly all original with only a
few m nor changes. She is in excellent condition

CLTY OF M LWAUKEE (as built)

The Gty of MIwaukee (official nunmber 230448) was built in 1931
by Mani t owoc Shi pbuil di ng Conmpany, at Manitowoc, W sconsin (Hul
No.261). She is a steam twin screw propelled train ferry. The
two engines are triple expansion (20 1/2" + 34" + 56" x 36"),

whi ch conbi ned to nake 2700 H. P. There are four Scotch boilers
14" 6" x 12', 185 I b. pressure. The hull is riveted steel.
Since train ferries required a flat car deck, they were built
with essentially no sheer and their ice breaking bow could not
have much flare. They are relatively shallow draft boats, with
the hull designed and reinforced for ice breaking. The vessel is
di vided into eight conmpartnments by seven watertight bul kheads.
Begi nning forward is the forepeak and chain | ocker, followed by
hol ds #1 and #2. These both could hold ballast water and feed
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water for the boilers when operating in ice. The boiler roomis
next, with the fuel bunkers. The engine roomfollows. Hold #3
is divided into two levels with the top |evel containing ten
cabins for 20 unlicensed crew nenbers. Aboard a car ferry, this
cabin area is called "the flicker." The |lower |evel of hold #3
contains the sewage tank and the propeller shafts. Hold #4 also
is divided into two levels with the upper |evel holding fresh
wat er tanks and the | ower |evel housing only the propeller shaft
and bal |l ast water. The afterpeak contains the seagate hoi st

engi ne, two steering engines, and two deck capstan engines. The
car deck is above the engine deck. The car deck is enclosed by
the hull sides, but totally open in one "roomi or space. The
deck contains four, generally parallel sets of track, which run
fore and aft. Two feet outside of each rail is another rail--
called a dead rail--to which the freight cars are attached by a
system of jacks, turnbuckles, and chains. One long flight of
stairs leads up to the cabin deck. At the stern is the seagate
whi ch swi ngs upward by chains. The car deck can accommodate 22
nodern freight cars.

The spar cabin deck contains six cabins for 11 crew nenbers,
galley, officer's ness, and passenger dining room Forward is
the main sal oon with six passenger cabins al ongside each flanking
side. The forward cabin on each side has a fol d-down "Pull man"
berth, denoting the railroad influence of the vessel. Sone

cabi ns have traditional upper bunks. Forward of the saloon is

t he observation roomw th |arge w ndows | ooking out onto the
foredeck. The original wi cker furniture is present today, as are
the original barrel back |eather chairs and oak benches in the
mai n sal oon. Just off the main saloon is the Purser's Ofice and
cabin, also cabin space for the steward, snoking room and
restroons. There is extensive golden oak woodwor k and paneling

t hr oughout the cabins, saloon, and observation area. It shows
fine craftsmanship, but is sinple and clean in its |lines and
patterns, reflecting the functional, honest "art and craft" style
popul ar when the ship's plans were drafted in the 1920s. The oak
woodwor k appears throughout the ship, in the crews quarters,

gall ey and pilot house, as well. Cerestory skylights adorned
the mai n sal oon, passenger dining room and crew s cabin area
hal | way.

A unique feature of car ferries is an after pilothouse. Because
a car ferry nust dock stern first and precisely line up the car
deck track with the track on the dock apron, the captain nust be
at the stern during docking. |In the early years this required
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the captain to stand atop a box car and signal the engine room
via whistles; this was a cold and dangerous situation. The after
pi | ot house, with a wheel and tel egraphs |ocated at the rear of

t he spar deck, solved this problem Deck machinery included a
tow ng cable just forward of the after pilothouse and two steam
deck wi nches, and anchor w ndlass for the anchor and nooring

cabl es near the bow.

The texas deck has five cabins for the captain, mates, wheel sman,

| ookout, and watchman. Inside, a | adder |leads up to the
pi | ot house. On the boat deck are two |ifeboat stations with
metal |ifeboats. The pilothouse is tongue and groove oak

paneling. A brass steamradiator is attached forward bel ow the
forward wi ndows and serves as a heater and wi ndow defroster. A
chart table is at the rear. The pilothouse contained no radio
equi pnent when originally fitted out in 1931.

Cty of MIlwaukee has two raked snmoke stacks fore and aft, and
two raked masts. The forecastle has a crows nest |ookout with
compass and bi nnacl e.

Al terations

Gty of MIwaukee has had no nmajor alterations nor major
accidents requiring extensive repair. She is essentially as
built in 1931. Mst of the ship's equi pnent and furnishings are
present. The ship's woodwork has its original finish, and is not
pai nted over. The alterations that have occurred are m nor and
relate primarily to the upgrading of electrical and navigational
equi pment during her working life. Visually the greatest change
has been the renoval in 1960 of the skylight over the main

sal oon, and the addition of overhead |ights.

Sone gal l ey countertops are covered with stainless steel; there
is a new sink. The boilers were converted fromcoal- to oil-
fired in 1947, and the coal bunkers adapted for oil storage.
Landi ng boons were installed under bridge wi ngs on spar deck. A
st eel house was constructed over the deck wi nches at an unknown
date. A sprinkler systemwas installed over the car deck. A
World War Il Navy steamturbine direct current generator replaced
the reciprocating generator in 1958. A surplus electrica

di stribution panel was also installed at this tine. Radio

equi pnment was added in 1940 and a shi p-to-shore conpany phone in
1969. The steam whistle nmounted on the forward snoke stack was
repl aced by the whistle fromthe passenger steamer Manitou,
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because the captain liked the sound better. A cabin used as a
gentl emen' s snoki ng room was converted to a |inen closet by
renmovi ng one door and reducing the size of the w ndows.

Informati on about the Original Appearance and Alterations are
fromthe Foll owi ng Sources:

1. Construction Plans, Hull 261--City of MIwaukee, on file at
Nort hwest M chigan Maritinme Miuseum Frankfort, M chigan--
1931.

2. Construction Plans, Mdison (sister ship), on file at

Nort hwest M chigan Maritinme Miuseum Frankfort, M chigan.

3. "Oral History Interviewwth Capt. R J. Martin, "--Capt.
Martin was Master of Gty of MIwaukee for twenty years and
served aboard for many previous years. He retired as Marine
Superintendent of the Gand Trunk Railroad. On file at the
Nort hwest M chigan Maritime Museum Frankfort, M chigan.
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|
8. STATEMENT OF SI GNI FI CANCE

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in

relation to other properties: Nationally:_ X Statew de: Local ly:

Appl i cabl e Nati ona

Regi ster Criteria: AX B CX D

Criteria Considerations

(Exceptions): A B C D E F G

NHL Criteria: 1, 4

Areas of Significance: Period(s) of Significance: Significant Date:
Maritime History 1931- 1940 1931
Transportation 1931- 1940

NHL Thene(s): XI'l. Business

L. Shipping and Transportation

XI'V. Transportation
B. Ships, Boats, Lighthouses and Ot her Structures

Si gni ficant Person(s): N A
Cul tural Affiliation: N A

Architect/Buil der: Mnitowoc Shipbuil di ng Conpany, Manitowoc, W sconsin

State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria
Consi derations, and Areas and Periods of Significance Noted Above.

Sonme have viewed the Great Lakes as a natural barrier to

transportation. Still others have viewed this inland sea as a
transportation network to be utilized. Whether barrier or
network, it was still essential for the econonic devel opnent of

t he upper midwest that railroad cargoes cross these waters. At
first railroad cargoes were rel oaded onto package freighters for
forwarding to | ake ports, there to be once again | oaded aboard
freight cars. Barges carried |loaded train cars across the calm
rivers that were part of the Lake system On Novenber 24, 1892,
a bol d experinment began at South Frankfort, M chigan, to
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transport | oaded freight cars across the open water of these

G eat Lakes. The effort required a specialized craft, able to
load 24 train cars and to service on the often storny and ice
packed | akes. The experinent, a success, began a unique Anmerican
maritime enterprise: the Great Lakes (Train) Car Ferry fleet.
Eventual ly, 39 vessels were built for this service, which con-
tinues today. The Geat Lakes Car Ferry fleet becane the | argest
open | ake train ferry systemin the world. At its peak, it used
14 vessels to transport 14 full freight trains a day across Lake
M chigan alone. [1] As many as 26 port cities around the G eat

Lakes were part of this rail link. [2] The greatest annua
m | eage of any ship in the world is bestowed to a G eat Lakes
ferry.

Cty of MIwaukee is the sole surviving exanple of a pre-1940,
"classic" period Great Lakes Car Ferry. [3] Gty of MIwaukee is
in excellent and nearly original condition with only m nor
changes. She enbodies the distinctive characteristic of these
speci al i zed craft and possesses all the historic features
associated with these vessels. Cty of M| waukee was involved in
crosslake train car ferry service all of her working life (1931-
1982). She is closely associated with events that have nmade a
significant contribution to the maritinme history of the G eat
Lakes region. City of MIwaukee and her five sister ships were
considered to be the aesthetic peak of car ferry design. [4]

Built during the early days of the Depression, and because of
declining cargo, she soon becane the G and Trunk's "spare boat."
As such, she was frequently |eased to other railroads and thus
Gty of MIwaukee has a historic connection to each of the Geat
Lakes Car Ferry fleets. She is presently docked at the Marine
Term nal Railyard of the Ann Arbor Railroad at El berta, M chigan,
where crossl ake ferry service began nearly 100 years ago. Over

t he years she was frequently |eased to the Ann Arbor Railroad and
she was officially part of the Ann Arbor fleet during the |ast
years of her working life. Because of her excellent, unaltered
condition and her |ocation at her historic site in the Elberta
Marine Term nal Railyard (with her associated historic
structures) she possesses a high degree of integrity in each
aspect of design, |location, setting, material, workmanship, and
especially feeling.

The proceedi ng statenent of significance is based on the nore
detail ed statenents that follow
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The Devel opnent of the American Steam Ferry

Ferries have been used to carry people, horses, and vehicles
across narrow bodi es of water since antiquity. In addition to a
variety of hull designs, a succession of neans of propul sion were
used for ferries, ranging frompulling and sails to oars and
paddl es. The first ferry known to operate in America plied the
Charl es River between Chel sea and Charl estown, Massachusetts, in
1631. [5] Ferries remmined little nore than scarcely powered
barges until the late 18th century, when two technol ogi ca

devel opnents were introduced in the United States to produce the
direct ancestor of the later ferries. The first was the adoption
on Anerican rivers of a broad, shallow draft, scowforned hul
with | oading ranps. These hulls, developed in the Netherlands,
proved capaci ous, and, because of the ranps at each end, easy to
| oad and unload. Along with the devel opnent of these "doubl e-
end" ferries, Anmericans experinmented wi th nechani cal propul sion,
including "horse ferries," vessels with horses bel ow decks t hat
turned gears to power paddl ewheels. The devel opnent of marine
steam t echnol ogy provided the final elenent to produce the
standard ferry in the United States. [6]

In 1809, Robert Fulton patented the doubl e-ended steamferry and
built several for service across New York's Hudson and East
Rivers. A grateful New York nanmed the Manhattan boul evard
joining the two ferry landings "Fulton Street” in his honor, a
har bi nger of the approbation accorded the new vessels, which
spread throughout the country. [7] In tinme, four basic ferry
types were developed in the United States:

1. t he doubl e- ended type;

2. the Western River, sternwheel and si dewheel shoal draft
type;

3. car transfer ferries; and

4. the Great Lakes car ferry.

The doubl e-enders, the nost common type, were enpl oyed on nost
harbor routes. Essentially Anerican in design and devel opnent,
"it is minly of New York and San Francisco; it has evol ved
inevitably to neet the problens of the rapid transport of people
and vehi cl es between congested areas separated by water." [8]
Efficient "because it permts ...unloading the maxi nrumquantity
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of transportable matter in a mninumof tine and ... take on

board the same maxi num quantity for a return trip wthout any
preparations other than the reversal of the main engines ... ,
t he doubl e-ended ferry was "a floating bridge." [9]

The Great Lakes car ferries, ship-forned screw propelled ships
with flat sterns for loading, are entirely encl osed because of
the ice and cold of winter and the vast expanses of open water on
the inland seas in sumer. These ferries, confined to the G eat
Lakes, an international body of water and the scene of consider-
able maritine activity, were essential for the operation of
various railroad conpanies that |inked | ake ports. Anerican
railroads were the | argest owners and operators of vessels in the
world in the late 19th century and the first three decades of the
20th century. The transfer car ferries, of which the Geat Lakes
version was the | argest and nost unique type, were a significant
part of their fleets. [10]

The hull really is that of a self-propelled car float,
single ended, with the sides extended to a heights of
about 18 above the main strength deck and covered in,

t he so-cal |l ed spar deck thus fornmed being used for the
navi gating bridge, passenger accommodations, d-tacks,
boats, etc. Cars are |oaded and renoved fromthe aft
end because the bow nust be strong, re-enforced for ice
wor k, and wave resisting ... [11]

The Great Lakes car ferries, dating to the | ast decades of the
19th century, proved a great success, and continue in operation
to this day, the mmjor changes being | ess enphasis on passenger
accommodati ons and the shift fromsteamto di esel - powered

pr opul si on.

G eat Lakes Railroads and Car Ferries

Following the Civil War, railroads experienced a boomin the

G eat Lakes Region. Conpanies organized and built track to
nearly every section of the region; to exploit its natural,
industrial, and agricultural resources. Wile we mght now
percei ve the Great Lakes as natural barriers, to the devel oping
rail roads the | akes were, in fact, an effective neans to increase
t he conpani es transportation network. Mintenance of a steanship
was no nore expensive than for a steam | oconotive, and construc-
tion of the steanship and port facilities was far cheaper than
bui I ding track of a conparable distance. The water highway of
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the Great Lakes provided an econom ¢ neans to increase the area
serviced by the railroad organi zation. The devel opnent of

st eanboat transportation on both the United States and Canadi an
sides of the Great Lakes has al ways been closely associated with
railroad interest.

At first railroads relied upon package freighters to conplete
connections along this water network. These serviceable
steanboats cruised the coast, stopping at each port to pick up
and distribute freight and passengers. These boats played an
i nportant economc role by funneling freight and passengers to
the rail head and by permtting freight and passengers to be
distributed to a wide array of port cities.

There were two di sadvantages to the rail - package or bul k
freighter system first, the |abor needed to unl oad and | oad on
each side of the | ake; and second, ice.

The system was known as the "break bulk fleet." Cargo aboard
train cars had to be taken apart, unloaded, and | oaded aboard the
package freighter. On the other side of the | ake, the process
had to be repeated. The process was not only, expensive, but
resulted in delays and | ost or danmaged cargoes. It took no great
insight to see how nuch better the systemwould work if the
entire, fully |oaded train car could be transported across the

| ake to continue on its way. [12]

In 1849, the first self-propelled train car ferry was built in
Scotland, to transport train cars across the Firth of Forth. In
1858, the Buffal o and Lake Huron Rail road constructed
International to ferry train cars across the N agara River.
Additional train ferry operations were instituted across the
Detroit and St. Cair Rivers in the |ate 1860s and 1870s, by the
predecessor of the Canadi an National Railway. The type of craft
devel oped for these river ferries were steam powered, open deck
barges with an overhead pilothouse. The success of these early
river ferries was noticed by other railroads. They were copied
at other |ocations on the connecting rivers of the Geat Lakes
system by the Mchigan Central, Pere Marquette, and Wabash

Rai | roads. [13]

The success of the river train ferries also did not escape the
attention of the Detroit, Mckinac and Marquette Railroad. The
rail road, which operated between Detroit and Marquette in the
Upper Peninsula, had to ship freight across the Straits of
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Macki nac. Al t hough nost of the cargo was unl oaded and | oaded
aboard the package freighter Al gomah, the railroad experinented
wi th using Algomah to tow a barge equi pped to carry four train
cars. The arrangenent was unsatisfactory. At this northern

| ocation, ice is present four nmonths of the year. Because of

wi nd conditions, w nd-blown ice packs together to form deep
concentrations. Towing a barge in these conditions was not
practical .

The Conpany engaged wel | -known Great Lakes Naval Architect Frank
E. Kirby to design a train ferry which could operate under the
ice and sea conditions of the straits of Mackinac. Using tech-
ni cal advice fromL.R Boynton, captain of the A gomah, Kirby
desi gned an "ice-breaker"” train car ferry. The wooden hull was
sheathed with nmetal for protection fromthe ice. Like the river
ferry, she had an open deck for the train cars which | oaded at

t he bow end. She also had a raised pilot house. The hull was
designed to raise up wth the pressure of ice against her sides
and a spoon shaped prow was designed to slide up on sheet ice and
crush it. The unique feature of this ferry, which was nanmed St.
| gnace, was a bow propeller. Water churned up by the bow
propel | er broke up and eroded thick pack ice. St. Ignace began
operation in the Spring of 1888 and was an unqualified success.

[ 14]

In 1892, the Tol edo, Ann Arbor, and North M chigan Railroad was
extended to Frankfort and Betsie Bay. The Bay was recogni zed as
one of the best harbors on Lake M chigan. Janes Ashl ey,
president of the railroad, envisioned a train car ferry to carry
cars across the |ake. Ferrying |oaded train cars across such a
| arge expanse of water had never been attenpted before and many
experienced "Lakemen" did not believe it to be possible. A ship
far different than the river or Straits ferries would be
required. Any ship with a hole in her bow, |arge enough to drive
a train car through, could not service even the routine waves
that would be found in the m ddle of Lake M chi gan

Frank Kirby, successful designer of St. lgnace, was called upon
to design this new type of train ferry. This new style of ferry
had to be designed for |onger voyages across the open and unpro-
tected waters of often storny Lake M chigan. The new ferry had
an encl osed bow and side, and was | oaded fromthe stern. She had
a wood hull sheathed with steel to 4' above waterline, and was
desi gned for ice breaking. Larger than St. |gnace, she could
carry 24 cars. Above the car deck was a cabin and passenger
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deck. The pilothouse was | ocated forward on this deck. Since
many ships already lay on the bottom of Lake M chigan, due to
cargo shifting during a rough voyage, a technique to secure the
train cars to the ship was an essential problemto be solved. An
extra rail two feet outside the regular rail was installed and an
i ngeni ous system of jacks, clanps, chains, and turnbuckles that
woul d fasten the train car securely to the ship. So certain were
nost people that the ferry would not work that shippers refused
to entrust cargo to the ferry service for its inaugural trip.
Finally, a coal shipper under contract to the railroad was per-
suaded to ship four carloads of coal on the first voyage. The
first two train ferries, naned in railroad fashion Ann_ Arbor

No. 1 and Ann Arbor No. 2, were successful. Their design was
soon copied in 1895 by the Pittsburgh, Shenago and Lake Erie

Rail road. They were naned Shenago No. 1 and Shenago No. 2. [15]

Managenent of the Pere Marquette Rail road watched the success of
these early car ferries with great interest and considered a
simlar craft for the 60-m | e Ludington-to-Mnitowoc crossing.
Their new ferry was designed by Robert Logan, and built by F. W
Weel er and Conpany of West Bay Cty, Mchigan, in 1896. Naned
Pere Marquette and nmade of steel, she was the prototype for al
crossl ake car ferries that would be built for the next 30 years.

Pere Marquette had many features that became standard. She had
twin propellers, but no forward propeller like the Straits
ferries. The forward propeller had not been satisfactory on
crossl ake car ferries and was elimnated. She had fore and aft
stacks m dshi ps, a single deck of cabins above the car deck, and
a pilothouse forward above the cabin deck. The unlicensed crew
was housed bel ow the car deck in an area where the electric
lights flickered and which cane to be called "the flicker." A
sal oon and a few of the cabins were avail abl e for passengers.

Cty of MIwaukee is a direct descendent of this 1896 car ferry.
Al t hough this class of ship continued to be refined and i nproved,
the basic design was in place. There are far nore simlarities
bet ween Pere NMarquette of 1896, and Cty of M| waukee of 1931
than there are differences. [16]

The evolution of these train car ferries continued in the
following manner: I n 1900 triple expansion steam engi nes becane
t he standard propul sion system when Robert Logan designed four
additional ferries for the Pere Marquette Railroad. In 1910,
with Ann Arbor No. 5, a hinged sea gate across the stern (to
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prevent seas from boardi ng) became a standard. Al of the ol der
boats in service were eventually retrofitted with sea gates.
Length of the car ferries also increased.

In 1923, the Pere Marquette Railroad ordered two additiona
ferries fromthe Manitowoc Shipbuil ding Conpany, Pere Marquette
No. 21 and Pere Marquette No. 22. The new boats foll owed the
standard characteristics, but as Hlton states in The G eat Lakes
Car Ferries, _

"The design, which had been worked out by the Manitowoc
Shi pbui I ding staff, was an extrenmely successful one,
and was duplicated with only m nor changes in four

ot her Lake M chigan car ferries: Ann Arbor No. 7
(1925), Gand Rapids (1926), Madison (1927), and Gty
of MIwaukee (1931). |In addition, these ships probably
represented the aesthetic peak of car ferry design.
Because of the necessity of having a virtually flat car
deck, car ferries nust be built with essentially no
sheer, and their ice-breaking bow cannot be designed
with nmuch flare. These |[imtations on their design
prevent a car ferry fromhaving the grace of the best
desi gned ships of other types. However, all art is
properly judged relative to the Iimtations of the art
form and within the restrictions inposed by the
requirements of a car ferry, these six ships as they
were built were handsonely proportioned, nmajestic, and
i mpressive. [17]

In 1929, the Pere Marquette again placed orders for two new
ferries. The new ferries, Gty of Flint and Gty of Sagi naw,
were equi pped with turbo electric propul sion and were a departure
fromtraditional design

Sone rail |ines encouraged passenger and autonobil e business,
others did not. Thus, the ships varied on the anount of cabin
accommodati ons for passengers. Pere Marquette No. 17 and Pere
Marguette No. 18 had extensive passenger acconmmpdations, yet nost
ferries had about a dozen cabins for passengers, along with a

sal oon or | ounge.

The Great Lake train ferry fleet conpiled an envi able safety
record and nost trips were routine, even though the ships
oper ated under the nost treacherous weather conditions. Mst
operational difficulties were encountered during the w nter
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months while the rest of the Geat Lakes fleet was laid up for
winter. Fromthe very beginning, the ferries were required to
continue to work through the winter to conplete the rail cargo
connections. Wnter weather conditions greatly increased the
hazards of operation and the degree of skill and endurance
required of the master and crew. This northern fresh water sea
is frequently choked with ice and the crosslake train ferries
were designed to be the best ice breakers on the | akes. Fog,
storns, and ice conbined to make car ferry operation the nost
hazar dous on the | akes.

Strandi ngs were a common problem as were getting stuck in thick
ice. Even |oading was a potential hazard and nore than once, a
ferry capsized at her berth. Three car ferries sank at sea with
heavy loss of |life and on several occasions tragedi es were just
barely avoi ded by determ nation or just good |uck. These sea
worthy ice breakers were frequently ships of nmercy performng
many rescue mssions. They provided assistance to all types of
ships in distress, searched for shipweck survivors, broke out

i ce-bound freighters and transported energency supplies to ice-
bound communities. The maritime history of car ferry operation
is arich heritage of seamanshi p and service.

One of the car ferries to be | ost at sea was Mani stique NMarquette
& Northern No. 1 in 1903. She was purchased and renaned

M | waukee by the Grand Trunk Railroad in 1908, and ran between

M | waukee, W sconsin, and G and Haven, M chigan. M |waukee

di sappeared in a stormwith all 53 persons on board in Cctober
1929.

Construction and Career of the Gty of MIwaukee

The Grand Trunk imrediately ordered a new ferry to replace the

| ost M Iwaukee. The new ferry, to be naned Gty of M| waukee,
was a duplicate to G and Rapids and Madi son, al so operated by the
Grand Trunk. She was the last of six ferries built to Manitowoc
Car Ferry plans. [18]

Cty of MIwaukee was built in 1931 by the Mnitowoc Shi pbuil di ng
Company for the Grand Trunk Railroad. She ran between G and
Haven and M | waukee (and |ater Miuskegon). Wth the decline of
cargo as the Depression deepened, City of M| waukee becane the
spare boat and was frequently | eased out to other car ferry

fl eets when possible. 1In 1947, the coal-fired boilers were
converted to oil. The Gand Trunk Western ceased car ferry
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operation in 1978. Gty of MIwaukee was purchased by the State
of Mchigan for the Ann Arbor Railroad, and renmained in service
until 1982. [19]

Again the State of Mchigan transferred ownership, this tine to
the Gty of Frankfort, which later turned over the ownership to
the Society for the Preservation of the Steanship Gty of

M | waukee for a nmuseum ship.
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